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Code of Ethics

1Observe the highest standard of honesty in all my transactions, avoiding the use 
of false, confusing, inaccurate and misleading terms, descriptions and claims.

2At all times endeavor to produce photographs of a quality equal or 
superior to the samples I display; to apply my best efforts towards 

providing the best possible photographic services and to play my part 
in raising the general standard of photographic craftsmanship.

3Show a friendly spirit of cooperation to my fellow professional photographers 
and assist them whenever possible should they be in trouble or difficulty.

4At all times avoid the use of unfair competitive practices and 
hereby subscribe to the Federal Trade Commission Rules of Fair 

Competitive Practices for the professional photographic industry.

5Assist my fellow professional photographers and share my knowledge 
with them and encourage them individually and collectively 

to achieve and maintain the highest standards of quality.

6Recognize the authority of the Association in all matters 
relating to the interpretation of this code.

As photographic artists, and 
especially PPSDC Members, I 

find that we are always looking for 
ways to improve our craft. While 
everyone says they want more 
business focus workshops, we tend to 
see photographers wanting to learn 
lighting, posing, and retouching 
more; basically the creative part of the 
business not the “business” part of it. 
Is this because it’s more fun?  Are we 
just suckers for the latest and greatest? 
Do we spend more time focusing 
on what everyone else is doing vs. 
finding our own voice? Are we the 
forever learners and not so much the doers? 

In the last issue of Focus Magazine I talked about creating a Vision 
Board for your New Years’ goals. I think you can take this one step 
further though. How about taking everything you learn, everything 
that inspires you, and create a Vision Board, or as commercial 
photographers do, a Mood Board for your next photo session. Find 
images that inspire you, and create something new from it.

We’ve had some amazing images come through Image Competition 
these last several years. I’ve personally seen the growth in all of you. But 
with that, I’d like to challenge you to look beyond what you’ve learned. 
Beyond what “so and so” is doing. Buck the trends and start creating from 
the heart. Use your Vision/Mood Board to inspire your own voice to shine 
through. I think you’ll find that your work soars to even higher levels. 

Happy Creating!

Janet Bark, CPP
President PPSDC 2019/20

Monthly Meeting: 
Courtyard Marriott

8651 Spectrum Center Blvd 
San Diego, CA 92123

6:30 PM - 2nd Tuesday  http://www.ppsdc.com
Check our site to confirm.
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January - Best in Portrait

Mauricio
by Antoine-Didienne 

That photo… that’s Mauricio. He’s what 
you call “a character.” The moment you 

meet him, you realize this. He’s goofy and 
charismatic, funny and smart at the same 
time… and he’s got one of those faces. And 
if his hands could talk they would tell you 
stories that would make your grandma blush. 

So I took everything I knew about him and 
started doing research about what the shoot 
was going to be like. Sometimes I start with 
a word, or a photo. Other times it’s one of the 
subject’s physical feature or a thing they do. In 
any case, I always start with a Pinterest board 
to flesh out my concept. For this image, the 
inspiration on which I built the entire shoot 
was one of Irving Penn’s corner portraits of 
Salvador Dali. The other photos from the shoot 
were more Dali but less Penn because they were 
more eccentric and were more a reflection of 
Mauricio’s outrageous personality. But I chose 
this particular image because it showed more 
restraint, mystery and power than the others.

There’s one more thing I’d like to point out. 
I don’t like to go in too prepared because I like to 
have inspiration and spontaneity guide the way 
of the shoot. As of right now I am more of an 
instinctual photographer and I trust my gut when 
it comes to lighting and posing (Tim Meyer was 
my instructor at WCS and will kill me if he reads 
this) even if it’s not totally competition friendly. 
I know some elements of this photo break with 
tradition when it comes to “what merits” - let 
alone win Best In Show- at a PPSDC competition. 
I’m telling you all of this as an excuse for not 
remembering exactly what my lighting set 
up was. I’m pretty sure I used my amazing 83 
inch reflective umbrella with a diffusing sock 
from Paul Buff paired with my Godox AD200. 
I was only using the feathering light from the 
reflective umbrella as the only light source for 
this portrait. Again, if memory serves me well. 
What I can tell you for sure (thank you metadata) 
is that I was shooting with my X-T3 and 56mm 
(85 equivalent on FF) at f5.6, ISO160 at 1/125.

Photojournalist of the year at PPSDC 2018

BEST-IN-CHILDREN 
Brothers
- Svetlana Aleynikova

BEST-IN-COMMERCIAL 
The Bradbury Building

- Lisa Miller
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Mac to PC conversion
opt = alt      cmd = ctrl

Before 

After

Keyline and Mat, revisited
By Ken Hofheinz

I covered this topic some two years ago. Looking back at 
the article I see some room for improvement. So here 

is the revised way of creating editable Keylines and Mats. 
This is not the only way, if you have a way of doing yours 
and you would like to share, please reach out to me.

First a thank you to Oliver Asis for providing a wonderful 
image for this example. We will be doing a double keyline, with 
a textured and colored mat, fully editable. So if you change 
your mind, you can change the colors to your hearts desire.
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BEST-IN-ILLUSTRATIVE
Accelerate
- Willie Sakai

BEST-IN-DIGITAL-IMAGING 
Reach For The Sky
- Willie Sakai
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Continued on page 23
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BEST-IN-SENIOR 
Arctic Eyes
- Melanie Robertson

BEST-IN-WEDDING 
Roots of Love
- Yaneck Wasiek

BEST-IN-PHOTOJOURNALISM 
Cuban Marlboro Man

- Lois Fong-Sakai

BEST-IN-NATURE
Grasses in Motion 

- Oliver Asis

BEST-IN-PETS 
Winter Blues 
- Thuan Ton
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She’s In Love with 
Twirling The Dress

- Cindie Wolf

Hanging Out
- Svetlana Aleynikova

Mr. Photogenic
- Violet Bowlan

Sugar and Spice
- Michelle Pennings

Pretty In Pink
- Melanie Robertson

Full of Smiles 
- Violet Bowlan

CHILDREN

I Can Do This All Day
- Michelle Pennings

Pink Ribbon for My Mother
- Patricia MartinezYou Have My Full Attention

- Violet Bowlan

Dessert First
- Therese Ruffner
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What Should We Do With It
- Michelle Pennings

Simple Pleasures
- Jennie Edwards

The Misty Valley Warrior
- Amelia Durham

1984 Harley
- Ken Hofheinz

Guardian 
of the Galaxy
- Willie Sakai

Iconic
- Willie Sakai

The Non-Conformist
- Lisa Miller

COMMERCIAL

PETS

DIGITAL IMAGING

DIGITAL IMAGING

Enlightened
- Willie Sakai

ILLUSTRATIVE
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Ballet Recital, a View from the Wings 
- Carol Flanagan-Corsi

He Loves Me 
He Loves Me Not 

- Michelle Pennings

Morning Light in the Desert
- Kip Cothran

Soothing Rocks 
- Thuan Ton

Schwabachers Landing 
Grand Teton National Park
- Lisa Miller

Ballerina Meets 
Street Performer

- Patricia Martinez

Morning Flyby
- Jean Eichenlaub

Enough Bricks to Go Round
- Kip Cothran

Brothers New i8
- Morgan Maiani Lady in Red 

- Monique Hoppe

ILLUSTRATIVE

Sequoia Sempervirens
- Daniel Clouser

NATURE/LANDSCAPE
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PORTRAIT

Studio Rehearsal Where Creativity Happens
- Carol Flanagan Corsi

Master Craftsman
- Lois Fong-Sakai

Colored Chalks...A Girls Best Friend
- Antoine Didienne

Jazz is my Way of Life
- Melanie Robertson

Who’s Bad
- Lois Fong-Sakai

Explosion Of Color
- Lois Fong-Sakai

Joy in the MakeUp Mirror
- Therese Ruffner

Proud Scout
- Yaneck Wasiek

Preaching
- Antoine Didienne

A Woman of Distinction
- Cindie Wolf
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I Heart You
- Janet Bark

How You Doin
- Janet Bark

Citadel 
- Monique Hoppe

SENIOR

PORTRAIT

Tona Danseur 
- Patricia Martinez

Her Jewels 
- Violet Bowlan

Portrait of a Fencer
- Thuan Ton

Tiffany
- Thuan Ton

Prima Ballerina
- Patricia Martinez

Dancers Arsenal
- Melanie Robertson

PORTRAIT

New Chapter
- Monique Hoppe

New Beginnings
- Monique Hoppe



SENIOR

20 21

Lauren
- Janet Bark

Feisty Seriousness
- Michelle Pennings

Echos of a Past Time
- Melanie Robertson

Victor
- Patricia Martinez

WEDDING

Feeling Proud 
- Janet Bark

Evening Kiss
- Yaneck Wasiek

Morgan
- Marlisys Hirako

Bright Future Ahead
- Misha Rockova

Nozomi Nathan
- Marlisys Hirako

Lifted by Love Double Exposure in Camera
- Jennie Edwards
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I UNDERSTAND

BECAUSE I AM ONE.

hburkholz@allstate.com
http://allstateagencies.com/HBurkholz

S INSURANCEBUSINES

12
71
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Howard Burkholz

877-485-8600
801-451-8880

Proud Sponsor of PPSDC.

Subject to terms, conditions and availability.  Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate 
Indemnity Co. Northbrook, IL. © 2012 Allstate Insurance Co.

My Image Didn’t 
Look Right in Comp
Your file MUST:
 - Be in sRGB Color Space
 - Be saved at 300dpi 

in .jpg format
 - Sized so that the longest 

side is 4000 pixels
 - Not exceed 4MB in size.
 - Follow the naming 

conventions: category_
Title_Makerfirstname_
Makerlastname.jpg.

Images submitted without 
following these guidelines 
may not appear at their best 
on the judges’ monitor, and 
you may be asked to fix your 
title and resubmit if it does not 
follow the naming convention.

WEDDING

Dancing Together
- Yaneck Wasiek

Our Harmony
- Yaneck Wasiek

OK let’s go. We are doing this mat for competition 
not for the client. So flatten the file make the 
longest side 4000 px at a resolution of 300dpi and 
save it as a separate file for competition. 

1.  Duplicate your layer. Cmd + J. Now go to the pulldown 
called Image and down to Canvas Size. Check the box Relative 
and then type in 2.5 inches for both Width and Height. 
Do whatever you like this is what I did for this example.

2.  Create a new layer above your Background 
layer and fill it with white. Now click Layer Style 
picking Color Overlay. Click in the box to choose 
your color. I chose a dark gray with no Hue. 

3.  Don’t hit OK yet. Under Styles choose Pattern 
Overlay. Then in the Pattern box I choose the last 
Grass and Blend Mode to Luminosity. We want texture 
not green. And I lowered the Opacity to 78%.

4.  Now the Keyline. Make your Image layer active and 
go to that same Layer Style button except this time choose 
Stroke. Size: 8 px, Position: Inside, Blend Mode: Normal, 
Color in the box - Black. You want the position Inside so the 
corners stay crisp. IF you choose outside they start to round.

5.  Now for a trick you probably don’t know. Make 
a copy of your image layer, effects and all. Now set the 
Fill of that layer to 0%. This removes the image and 
leaves the Keyline. Now choose the original image 
layer, select Edit + Free Transform. Now hold down 
Shift + Option and make your image smaller to taste. 
Shift + Option scales you around the center point. 

Done. Well almost. You need to resize everything 
back down to 4000 px on the long edge, flatten 
and pick a plucky name for your image.  •

Keyline and Mat 
By Ken Hofheinz

Continued from page 7

Sample of the texture, 
bolder so you can see it.
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